
It is an international class, and there were world 
championships in which Australians have been prominent. 
Yachting World has named the humble Mirror as the 7th 
most influential sailing boats in it’s top 50.

The original price for a kit was around 63 pounds and they 
were, and are sailed in a dozen countries around the world.

Jack holt  
mirror 
dinghy

The most familiar of Jack Holts designs in Australia is 
the Mirror Dinghy, though in fact it was a collaboration 
with Barry Bucknell in 1962 and arose from a project by 
the British Daily Mirror newspaper to get families on the 
water. Promoted as an affordable boat that could be built 
by a handyman in his garage and then easily sailed. 

In this time of plastics and composite materials the Inverloch 
Classic Wooden Dinghy Regatta is returning the spotlight to 
the classic timber dinghies of yesteryear. Once popular 
around the coast of Australia, often home-made, craft such 
as Gwen 12, Herron, Mirror and Sailfish have been slowly 
disappearing. Now dinghy owners can gather each Australia 
Day Weekend to compete, both on and off the water, with 
other like-minded enthusiasts. Head to the Inlet to see the 
beautiful timbers and craftsmanship of restored or newly-
built classic designs.
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Come and experience some of Inverloch’s maritime history 
and see the beautifully restored classic wooden dinghies at 
the 2019 Regatta. 

In 2017 we saw the resurgence of the Australian Sailfish, in 
2018 we celebrated the 90th anniversary of the International 
Moth Class, which made its debut in Inverloch in 1928 as 
the Inverloch Eleven Footer. In 2019 we will be celebrating 
the many Jack Holt designed classes that have introduced 
thousands of people around the world to the joy of sailing. 
These designs range from the well known Mirror and Heron 
dinghies, the Puffin, the Lazy E and the Solo through to the 
Diamond and many, many more.

The dinghies will be sailing on Anderson Inlet and displayed 
along the beach on all three days. Get up close to the craft, 
chat with the owners and marvel at the craftsmanship and 
beautiful timbers. Also be sure to visit the free historical and 
model display in the 
basketball 
stadium.

Sailing 

Program:

Saturday:
10am late 
registration 

2 pm - ALL welcome for the Jack Holt 
Memorial race. 

Sunday:
9am-10am adjudicating 

11am - Supervised  
"Wet your sails " water time

2pm - Inverloch Classic Wooden Dinghy 
Regatta Race

Monday:
10am till 11am - beach display 
1:30pm "Dry your Sails" supervised water 
time

N.B: The "wet your sails" and "dry your sails" supervised 
sailing time are open to change dependant on weather etc, 
they may be a formal race, picnic sail. social sail or treasure 
hunt.  

Perhaps you have a classic wooden dinghy and 
would like to be involved. We invite you to join 
us for our sixth regatta on the Australia Day 
weekend. More information and entry forms will 
be posted at http://sgycinverloch.com.au/ soon.
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